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IT has been more particularly the iate of the 
earlier authors of great discoveries to be 
suspected as magicians : the wonder whidi tbeie 
discoveries excited, operating upon nncnltivated 
minds in an age of ignorance, natnrallj led to the 
conclusion that effects seemingly sorpassii^ mere 
human powers, were produced by fopematoral 
agency. Hence from the exaggerated accoimts 
of astonished contemporaries have arisen tbofe 
popular legends which are attached to the names 
of some of the brightest luminaries of science, and 
noblest ornaments of the annals of mankind. Not 
only philosophers and men of letters, ancient and 
modem, but even the poet Virgil, has been made 
the hero of a similar fiction. 

Roger Bacon, whose light, like that of a most 
brilliant phenomenon, was too bright for merely 
human eyes in that dark age of ignorance, created 
himse.lf enemies by the splendour of his talents. 
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and the popular prejudice was eagerly seized upon, 
and augmented by the craft and contrivance of the 
dissolute and ignorant clergy, whose vices he had 
attacked. Thus arose the foUoMong fable, which 
has now for centuries amused and astonished 'Uhe 
great vulgar and the small." 

The latter impressions have however been much 
abridged, and it is here printed in all its integrity 
from an early copy. A drama on the subject from 
the fertile pen of the unfortunate Robert Green, 
was printed in 16x5. 
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THE 

FAMOUS HISTORIE 

OF 

jfn^er Bac'om 

Of the Parents and Birth of Fryer Bacon, atid 
how he addicted himselfe to Learning, 

IN most men's opinions he was borne in the 
West part of England and was sonne to a 
wealthy Farmer, who put him to Schoole to the 
Parson of the Towne where hee was borne : not 
with intent that he should turne Fryer (as he did,) 
but to get so much vnderstanding, that he might 
manage the better that wealth hee was to leaue 
him. But young Bacon tooke his learning so fast* 
that the Priest could not teach him any more» 
which made him desire his Master that he would 
speake to his Father to put him to Oxford^ that 
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the King by the Messenger, and said, that he was 
at the Kings seruice, and would suddenly attend 
him : but Sir, saith he (to the Gentleman) I pray 
make, you haste, or else I shall be two houres 
before you at the Court. For all your Learning 
(answered the Gentleman) I can hardly beleeue 
this, for Schollers, Old-mA and Trauellers, may 
lye by authority. To strengthen your beliefe (said 
Fryer Bacon) I could presently shew you the last 
Wench that you lay withall, but I will not at this 
time. One is as true as the other (said the 
Gentleman) and I would laugh to see either. You 
shall see them both within these foure houres, 
quoth the Fryer, and therefore make what haste 
you can. I will preuent that by my speed (said 
the Gentleman) and with that rid his way ; but 
he rode out of his way, as it should seem ; for he 
had but fiue miles to ride, and yet was he better 
than three houres a riding them ; so that Fryer 
Bacon hy his Art was with the king before he 
came. 

The king kindly welcommed him, and said that 
hee long time had desired to see him ; for he had 
as yet not heard of his life. Fryer Bacon answered 
him that fame had belide him, and giuen him 
that report that his poore studies had neuer 
deserued, for hee beleeued that Art had many 
Sonnet more excellent then himselfe was. The 
King commended him for his modesty, and told 
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him, that nothing did become a wise man lesse 
then boasting : but yet withall he requested him 
now to be no niggard of his knowledge, but to 
shew his Queene and him some of his skill. I 
were worthy of neither Art or knowledge (quod 
Fryer Bacon) should I deny your Maiestie this 
small request: I pray seat yourselues, and you 
shall see presently what my poore skill can per- 
forme : the King, Queene, and Nobles sate them 
all down. They hauing so done, the Fryer waued 
his wand, and presently was heard such excellent 
Musicke that they were all amazed, for they all 
said they had ueuer heard the like. This is, said 
the Fryer, to delight the sense of hearing, I will 
delight all your other sences ere you depart hence : 
so waning his wand againe, there was lowder 
Musicke heard, and presently fine dancers entred, 
the first like a Court-Laundresse, the second like 
a footman, the third like an Usurer, the fourth 
like a Prodigall, the fift like a Foole : these did 
diuers excellent changes, so that they gaue content 
to all the beholders, and hauing done their dance, 
they all vanished away in their order as they came 
in. Thus feasted he two of their sences ; Then 
waued he his wand againe, and there was another 
kinde of Musicke heard, and whilest it was play- 
ing, there was sodainely before them a Table 
richly couered with all sorts of delicates: then 
desired he the King and Queene to taste of some 
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certaine rare fruits that were on the Table, which 
they and the Nobles there present did, and were 
very highly pleased with the taste ; they being 
satisfied, all vanished away on the sodaine. Then 
waned he his wand againe, and sodainly there was 
such a smell, as if all the rich perfumes in the 
whole world had bin there prepared in the best 
manner that Art could set them out : whilst hee 
feasted thus their smelling, he waned his wand 
againe, and their came diuers Nations in sundry 
habits (as Russians, Polanders, Indians, Armenians) 
all bringing sundry kinds of Furres, such as their 
Countries yeelded : all which they presented to 
the King and Queene : these Furres were so soft 
in the touch, that they highly pleased all those 
that handled them, then after some odde fantas- 
ticke dances (after their Countrey manner) they 
vanished away: then asked Fryer Bacon the 
King's Majesty, if that hee desired any more of 
his skill ? the King answered that hee was fully 
satisfied for that time, and that hee onely now 
thought of something that hee might bestow on 
him, that might partly satisfie the kindnesse that 
hee had receiued. Fryer Bacon said, that hee 
desired nothing so much as his Maiesties loue, 
and if that he might be assured of that, hee would 
thinke himselfe happy in it : for that (said the 
King) be thou euer sure of it, in token of which 
receiue this Jewell, and withall gave him a costly 
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Jewell from his necke. The Fryer did with great 
reuerence thanke his Majestie, and said : as your 
Maiesties vassall you shall euer finde me ready to 
do you seruice, your time of neede shall finde it 
both beneficiall and delightful!. But amongst all 
these Gentlemen, I see not the man that your 
Grace did send for me by, sure he hath lost his 
way, or else met with some sport that detaines 
him so long, I promised to be here before him, 
and all this noble Assembly can witnesse I am as 
good as my word : I heare him comming : with 
that entered the Gentleman all bedurted (for he 
had rid through ditches, quagmires, plashes, and 
waters, that hee was in a most pitifuU case) he 
seeing the Fryer there looked full angerly, and 
bid a poxe on all his Deuils, for they had led him 
out of his way, and almost drowned him. Be not 
angry Sir (said Fryer Bacoti^ here is an old friend 
of yours that hath more cause : for she hath 
tarried these three houres for you (with that hee 
pulled vp the Hangings, and behinde them stood 
a kitchin-mayde with a basting-ladle in her hand) 
now am I as good as my word with you : for I 
promised to helpe you to your sweetheart, how 
do you like this ? So ill, answered the Gentle- 
man, that I will be reuenged of you. Threaten not 
(said Fryer Bacon) least I do you more shame, and 
doe you take heed how you giue schollers the lye 
againe j but because I know not how well you arc 
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Stored with monqr at this time, I will bear your 
your wenchs charges home: with that she vanished 
away : the King, Queene, and all the company 
laughed to see with what shame this Gentlemen 
indured the sight of his greasie sweetheart : but 
the Gentleman went away discontented. This 
done Fryer Bacon tooke his leaue of the King and 
Queene, and receiued from them diuers gifts (as 
well as thankes) for his Art he showed them. 



How Fryer Bacon deceiued his Man^ thai would 
fast for his conscience sak\ 

FRYER Bacon had one onely man to attend 
on him, and he too was none of the wisest, 
for he kept him in charity, more then for any 
seruice he had of him. This man of his (named 
Miles) neuer could. indure to fast as other religious 
persons did, for alwayes hee had in one corner, or 
another, flesh which hee would eate when his 
Maister eat bread only, or else did fast and 
abstaine from nil things. Fryer Bacon seeing 
this, thought at one time or other to be euen with 
him, which he did one Fryday in this manner. 
Miles on the Thursday night had prouided a great 
blacke-pudding for his Frydayes fast : this pud- 
ding put he in his pocket (thinking belike to 
heate it so, for his Maister had no fire on those 
dayes) on the next day, who was so demure as 
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MileSy hee looked as though hee would not haue 
eat any thing : when his Maister ofTerd him some 
bread, hee refused it, saying his sinnes deserued 
a greater penance then one dayes fast in a whole 
weeke : his Maister commended him for it, and 
bid him take heed that he did not dissemble : 
for if he did, it would at last be knowne ; then 
were I worse then a Turke said Miles : so went 
he forth as if he would haue gone to pray 
priuately, but it was for nothing but to prey vpon 
his blacke pudding ; that pulled he out, (for it 
was halfe roasted with the heate) and fell to it 
lustily ; but he was deceiued, for hauing put one 
end in his mouth, he could neither get it out 
againe nor bite it off, so that hee stamped out for 
heipe : his Maister hearing him, came ; and find- 
ing him in that manner, tooke hold of the other 
end of the pudding, and led him to the hall, and 
shewed him to all the Schollers, saying : See here 
my good friends and fellow Students what a 
deuout man my seruant Miles is, he loueth not to 
break a fast day, witnesse this pudding that his 
conscience will not let him swallow : I will haue 
him to be an example for you all, then tyed hee 
him to a window by the end of the pudding, 
where poore Afiles stood like a Beare tyed by the 
nose to a stake, and indured many floutes and 
mockes : at night his Maister released him from; 
his penance ; ML is was glad of it, and did vow 

B 
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neuer to hreake more fast dayes whilst that 
he liued. 



Ho'v Fry^r Bacon saued a Gentleman thai had 
^itten him self e to the Deuill, 

IN Oxfordshire there lined a Gentleman, that 
had through his riotous expences wasted a 
faire Inheritance that was left him by his father : 
After which hee grew so poore, that he had not 
wherewith to buy himselfe so much bread as would 
mainteine his miserable life : the memory of his 
former state that hee had liued in, and the present 
want that he now sustained, made him to grow 
desperate and regardlesse both of his soule and 
bodies estate : which gaue the Deuill occasion to 
worke vpon his weaknesse in this manner following. 
On a time, hee being alone full of griefe and 
care, (griefe for his folies past, and care how to get 
a poore liuing for the remainder of his dayes) the 
Deuill came to him and asked him what hee 
wanted (hee came not in a shape tenrible» but like 
an old penny-father.) This Gentleman was amazed 
at his sodaine presence, but hearing him demand 
of his wants, hee tooke to him courage and said : 
I want all things, I want money to buy my 
apparell, money to buy mee meat, money to 
redeeme my Land, and money to pay my debts : 
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Can or will you helpe mee in this misery ? I will 
answered the Deuill, on some conditions helpe yon 
to money for to supply all these wants, and that 
sodainly. On any condition, said the Gentleman, 
helpe mee^and I sweare for to performe them : I 
take no oathes (answered the Deuill) I must haue 
bonds, if you will doe so, meet mee by the Woods 
side to morrow morning, and there I will haue the 
moneys ready : I will said the Gentleman (for hee 
poore man was glad of it on any conditions, as he 
said before. ) The next day hee went to the Wood 
where the Deuill had promised to meet him : 
long had hee npt beeue there, but he beheld the 
Deuil comming, and after him two other like 
Seruingmen with Bagges of Money : this reioyced 
the poore Gentlemans heart to thinke that hee 
should once againe Hue like a man. The Deuill 
comming to him said : sonne I will performe my 
promise vnto you if that you will seale to the con- 
ditions that I haue here already drawoe : willingly 
said the Gentleman, I will, I pray read them. 
The Deuill read them to this effect : that he lent 
him so much money as he should haue need of, to 
be imployed to these vses following : First, to 
redeeme his morgag'd Land : next to pay his 
debts : lastly, to buy him such necessaries as hee 
wanted : this to be lent on this condition, that so 
soone as he had paid all his debts, that he should 
be at the lenders disposing, and without any 
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delay, freely to yeeld himselfe to him vpon the 
first demand of the aforesaid lender. To this the 
Gentleman sealed, and had the money carried to 
his Chamber, with which money hee in short 
time redeemed his Land, and bought such things 
as he needed, and likewise payed all his debts, 
so that there was not any man that could aske 
him one penny. 

Thus liued this Gentleman once againe in great 
credit, and grew so great a husband that he 
increased his estate, and was richer than euer 
his father before him was : but long did this ioy of 
his not continue, for one day hee beeing in his 
Studie the Deuil appeared vnto him, and did tell 
him that now his Land was redeemed, and his 
debts paid, and therefore the time was come that 
hee must yeeld himselfe to his mercy, as he was 
bound by bond. This troubled the Gentleman to 
heare, but more to thinke how that he must 
become a slaue to a stranger that hee did not 
know (for hee knew not as yet that he was the 
Deuill) but being vrged to answer for himselfe 
(by the Deuill) hee said that hee had not as yet 
paid all his debts, and therefore as yet he was not 
liable to the bonds strait conditions. At this the 
Deuill seemed angry and with a fearefuU noyse 
transflformed himselfe to an vgly shape, saying, 
Alas poore wretch, these are poore excuses that 
thou framest, I know them all to ht false, and so 
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will proue them to thy face to morrow morning, 
till when I leaue thee to despaire : So with great 
noyse he went his way, leaning the Gentleman 
halfe dead with feare. 

When he was gone, the Gentleman reuiuing 
bethought himselfe in what a miserable state he 
was now in, then wished he that he had lined and 
died poorely, then cursed he all his ambitious 
thoughts, that led him first to desire againe that 
wealth which he had so vainly by his riot lost : 
then would hee curse his prodigall expences that 
were the originall of all his misery : thus was he 
tormented a long time in his minde, at last he fully 
resolued to end his wretched life by some violent 
death, and to that end he went forth thinking to 
kill himselfe, which he had done, had it not beene 
for the Fryer : for he was falling vpon his sword, 
Fryer Bacon came by and called to him to hold, 
which he did. Fryer Bacon demanded of him the 
cause why he was so desperate that he would run 
headlong to hell? O sir, said he, the cause is 
great, and the relation is so terrible to me, that I 
would 'intreat you not to trouble me any more, 
but to leaue me to my owne will : his answer filled 
the Fryer with amazement and pitty both at once, 
which made him to vrge him in this manner. Sir, 
should I leaue you to this wilfuU damnation, I 
were vnfit euer hereafter, to weare or touch any 
robe that belongeth vnto the holy Order, whereof 
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i am a Brother : yoa know (I doubt not) that there 
is giuen power to the Church to absolue penitent 
sinners, let not your wilfulnesse take away from 
you that benefit which you may receiue by it : 
freely confesse your selfe (I pray) you vnto me, 
and doubt not but I shall giue your troubled con- 
science ease : Father (said this Gentleman) I know 
all that you haue spoken is truth, and I haue many 
times receiued comfort from the mother Church, 
(I dare not say our, for I feare that shee will 
neuer receiue me for a cliilde) I haue no part in 
her benediction, yet since you request so earnestly 
the cause, I will tell you, heare it and tremble. 
Know then that I haue giuen my selfe to the 
Deuill for a little wealth, and he to morrow 
in this Wood must haue me : now haue you my 
griefe, but I know not how to get comfort. This 
is strange (quoth Fryer Bacon ,) yet be of good 
comfort, penitentiall teares may doe much, which 
see you doe not spare ; soone I will visit you at 
youjF house, and giue you that comfort (I hope) 
that will beget you againe to goodnesse : the 
Gentleman with these words was somewhat com- 
forted and returned home. At night Fryer Bacon 
came to him, and found him full of teares for his 
haynous offences, for these teares he gaue him 
hope of pardon, demanded further what conditions 
hee had made with the Deuill : the Gentleman 
told him, how that he had promised himselfe to 
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him SO soone as hee had paid all his debts : which 
he now had done, for he owed not one peay to 
any man lining. Well said Fryer Bacon^ continue 
thy sorrow for thy sinnes, and to morrow meete 
him without feare, and be thou content to stand 
to the next mans iudgement that shall come that 
way, whether thou doest belong to the Deuill or 
no : feare not, but do so, and be thou assured 
that 1 will be he that shall come by, and will giue 
such iudgement on thy side, that thou shalt bee 
free from him : with that Fryer Bacon went 
home, and the Gentleman went to his prayers. 

In the morning the Gentleman (after that hee 
had blessed himselfe) went to the Wood where he 
found the Deuill ready for him, so soone as he 
came neere, the Deuill said, now deceiuer are you 
come, now shalLthou see that I can and will 
proue that thou hast paid all thy debts, and 
therefore thy soule belongeth to me. Thou art a 
deceiuer (said the Gentleman) and gauest me 
money to cheat me of my soule, for else why wilt 
thou be thy own Judge : let me haue some other 
to iudge betweene vs. Content said the Deuill, 
take whom thou wilt : then I will haue (said the 
Gentleman) the next man that commeth this way : 
hereto the Deuill agreed. No sooner were these 
words ended, but Fryer Bacon came by, to whom 
this Gentleman speake, and requested, that he 
would be iudge in a waighty matter betweene 
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ihem two : the Fryer said, he was content, so 
lx)th parties were agreed : the Deuiil said they 
were, and told Fryer Bacon how the case stood 
betweene them in this manner. 

Know Fryer, that I seeing this prodigal] like to 
starue for want of food, lent him money, not onely 
to buy him victuals, but also to redeeme his lands 
and pay his debts, conditionarily that so soone as 
his debts were paid, that hee should giue himselfe 
freely to mee, to this, here is his hand (shewing 
him the Bond) now my time is expired, for all his 
debts are paid, which hee cannot denie. This 
case is plaine, if it be so that his debts are paid : 
his silence confirmes it said the Diuell, therefore 
giue him a iust sentence. I will said Fryer Bacon: 
But first tell me (speaking to the Gentleman) didst 
thou neuer yet giue the Deuiil any of his mony 
backe, nor requite him any wayes : neuer had hee 
any thing of me as yet (answered the Gentleman) 
then neuer let him haue any thing of thee and thou 
art free ; Deceiuer of mankind, said he (speaking 
to the Deuiil) it was thy bargaine, neuer to meddle 
with him so long as hee was indebted to any, now 
how canst thou demand of him any thing, when 
he is indebted for all that hee hath to thee, when 
hee payeth thee thy money, then take him as thy 
due ; till then thou hast nothing to doe with him : 
and so I charge thee to be gone. At this, the 
Deuiil vanished with great horror, but Fryer 
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Bacon comforted the Gentleman, and sent him 
home with a quiet conscience,, bidding him neuer 
to pay the Deuils money backe as he tendred his 
owne safety : which he promised for to obserue. 



H<nv Ftyer Bacon made a Brasen head to speake, 
by the which hee would haue walled England 
about with Brasse, 

FRYER Bcuon reading one day of the many 
conquests of England, bethought himselfe 
how hee might keepe it hereafter from the like 
conquests, and to make himselfe famous hereafter 
to all posterities. This (after great study) hee 
found could be no way so well done as one ; 
which was to make a head of Brasse, and if 
he could make this head to speake (and heare it 
when it speakes) then might hee be able to wall 
all England about with Brasse. To this purpose 
he got one Fryer Bungey to assist him, who was a 
great Scholler and a Magician, (but not to bee 
compared to Fryer Bcuon) these two with great 
study and paines so framed a head of Brasse, that 
in the inward parts thereof there was all things 
like as in a naturall mans head : this being 
done, they were as farre from perfection of the 
worke as they were before, for they knew not 
how to giue those parts that they had made motion, 
without which it was impossible that it should 
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speake : many bookes they read, but yet could not 
finde out any hope of what they sought, that at 
last they concluded to raise a spirit, and to know 
of him that which they could not attaine to by 
their owne studies. To do this they prepared all 
things ready and went one Kuening to a Wood 
thereby, and after many ceremonies vsed, they 
spake the words of coniuration, which the Deuill 
straight obeyed and appeared vnto them, asking 
what they would? know, said Fryer Bacon that 
wee haue made an artiHciall head of Brasse, which 
we would haue to speake, to the furtherance of 
which wee haue raised thee, and being raised, wee 
will here keepe thee, vnlesse thou tell to vs the way 
and manner how to make this Head to speake. 
The Deuill told him that he had not that power 
of himselfe : beginner of lyes (said Fr}'er Bacon) 
I know that thou dost dissemble, and therefore 
tell It vs quickly, or else we will here bind the to 
remaine during our pleasures. At these threatnings 
the Deuill consented to doe it, and told them, 
that with a continual fume of the six hotest Simples 
it should haue motion, and in one month space 
speak, the Time of the moneth or day hee knew 
not: also hee tohl them, that if they heard it not 
before it had done speaking, all their labour should 
be lost : they being satistieil, licensed the Spirit 
for to depart. 
Then went these two learned Fryers home 
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Why should not I then loue ? 
since loue to all is free. 

But He haue one that's pretty, 
her cheekes of scarlet die ? 

For to breed my delight, 
when that I ligge her by. 

Though vertue be a Dowry, 
yet lie chuse money store : 

If my loue proue vntrue, 
with that I can get more. 

The faire is oft vnconstant, 

the blacke is often proud, 
lie chuse a louely browne, 

come fidler scrape thy crowd. 

Come fidler scrape thy crowd, 
for Peggie the browne is she. 

Must be my Bride, God guide 
that Pe^ie and I agree. 

With his owne Musicke, and such Songs as 
these spent he his time, and kept from sleeping at 
last. After some noyse the Head spake these two 
words, Tune is. Miles hearing it to speake no 
more, thought his Master would be angry if hee 
waked him for that, and therefore he let them 
both slecpc, and began to mocke the Head in this 
manner: Thou lirazen-faced Head, hath my 
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Master tooke all this paines about thee, and now 
dost thou requite him with two words, Time is : 
had hee watched with a Lawyer so long as he 
hath watched with thee, he would haue giuen 
him more, and better words then thou hast yet, if 
thou canst speake no wiser, they shal sleepe till 
doomes day for me : Time is : I know Time is, 
and that you shall heare good man Brazen face. 

To the Tune of Daintie come thou to me. 

Time is for some to plant, 
Time is for some to so we ; 
Time is for some to graft 
The home as some doe know. 

Time is for some to eate, 
Time is for some to sleepe, 
Time is for some to laugh, 
Time is for some to weepe. 

Time is.for some to sing. 
Time is for some to pray. 
Time is for some to creepe, 
That haue drunke all the day. 

Time is to cart a Bawd, 

Time is to whip a Whore, 

Time is to hang a Theefe, 

And time is for much more. > 
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Doe foa tdl ts Copper-nose, wfaen Tvme is, I 
hope we SdioQers know oor Times* when to 
«]iTnke dnmke, wfaen to Idsse our H<Ktcs, when to 
goe oo Iier score, and when to poj it, that time 
coaes seldome. After halie an hoare had passed, 
the Head did speake againe, two words, which 
were these: Time Teas. Miles respected these 
words as little as he did the former, and would not 
wake them, bat still scoffed at the Brazen head, 
that it had learned no better words, and haoc such 
a Tator as his Master : and in scome of it song 
this Song. 



To the tune of a rich Merchant man. 

Time was when thou a Kettle 
wert fiird with better matter : 

15ut Fryer Bacon did thee spoyle, 
when he thy sides did batter. 

Time was when conscience dwelled 

with men of occupation : 
Time was when Lawyers did not thriue, 

so well by mens vexation. 

Time was when Kings and Beggers 
of one poore stuffe had being : 

Time was when office kept no Knaues : 
that time it was worth seeing. 
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Time was a bowle of water, 

did giue the face reflection, 
Time was when women knew no paint : 

which now they call Complexion. 

Time was: I know that Brazen-face, without 
your telling, I know Time was, and I know what 
things there was when Time was, and if you speake 
no wiser, no Master shall be waked for mee. 
Thus Miles talked and sung till another halfe 
houre was gone, then the Brazen-head spake 
againe these words ; Time is past: and there with 
fell downe, and presently followed a terrible noyse, j 

with stjrangeja&bs$j3!££re, so that Mi/eswas halfe / 

dead wi th feare : At this noyse the two Fryers J 

awaked, and wondred to see the whole roome so 
full of smoake, but that being vanished they might 
perceiue the Brazen-head broken and lying on the 
ground : at this sight they grieued, and called 
Mi/es to know how this came. Miles halfe dead 
with feare, said that it fell downe of itselfe, and 
that with the noyse and fire that followed hee was 
almost frighted out of his wits : Fryer Bacan asked 
him if hee did not speake ? yes (quoth Mi/es) it 
spake, but to no purpose^ He haue a Parret 
speake better in that time that you have been 
teaching this Brazen head. Out on thee villaine 
(said Fryer Bacon) thou hast vndone vs both, 
hadst thou but called ns when it did speake, all 
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England had been walled round about with Brasse, 
to its glory, and our eternal fames : what were the 
words it spake : very few (said Miles) and those 
were none of the wisest that I have beard neither ; 
first he said, Tinte is, Hadst thou call'd vs then 
(said Fryer Bacon) we had been made for eaer : 
then (said Miles) half an hour after it spake agaioe 
and said, Tinie was. And wouldst thou not call 
us then (said Bungey?) Alas (said Miles) I thought 
he would haue told me some long Tale, and then 
I purposed to haue called you : then half an houre 
after he cried Titne is past, and made such a noyse, 
that hee hath waked you himselfe mee thinkes. 
At this Fryer Bacon was in such a rage, that hee 
would haue beaten his man, but he was restrained 
by Bungey: but neuerthelesse for his punishment, 
he with his Art struck him dumbe for one whole 
months space. Thus that great worke of these 
learned Fryers was ouerthrown (to their great 
griefes) by this simple fellow. 



How Fryer Bacon by his art took a Towne, 7vheii 
the King had lyen before it three monethsy 
without doing it any hurt, 

IN those times when Fryer Bacon did ail his 
strange trickes, the Kings of England had a 
great part of France^ which they held a long time. 
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till ciuill warres at home in this Land made them 
to lose it: it did chance that the King oi England 
(for some cause best knowne to himself e) went 
into France with a great Armie, where after many 
victories, he did besiege a strong Towne, and lay 
before it full three moneths, without doing to the 
Towne any great damage, but rather received the 
hart himselfe. This did so vexe the King, that 
he sought to take it in any way, either by policy 
or strength : To this intent hee made Proclamation , 
that whosoeuer could deliuer this Towne into his 
hand, hee should haue for his paines ten thousand 
Crownes truely paid. This was proclaimed, but 
there was none found that would undertake it: 
At length the newes did come into England of 
this great reward that was promised. Fryer Bacon 
hearing of it, went into France^ and being admit- 
ted to the Kings presence, hee thus spake vnto 
him : Your Maiestie I am sure hath not quite 
forgot your poore subject Bacon^ the love that you 
shewed to mee being last in your presence, hath 
drawne mee for to leave my Countrey, and my 
Studies, to doe your Maiestis seruice : I beseech 
your Grace, to command mee so farre as my poore 
Art or life may doe you pleasure. The King 
thanked him for his love, but told him, that hee 
had now more need of Armes then Art, and 
wanted braue Souldiers more then learned Schol- 
lers. Fryer Bacoti aswered. Your Grace saith 
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well ; but let mee (vnder correction) tell yon, that 
Art oftentimes doth those things that are impossible 
to Armes, which I will make good in some few 
examples. I will speak onely of things performed 
bj Art and Nature, wherein shall be nothing 
Magical : and first by the figuration of Art, there 
may be made Instruments of Nauigation withoat 
men to rowe in them, as great ships, to brooke 
the Sea, only with one man to steere them, 
and they shall sayle far more swifUy than if 
they were full of men : Also Chariots that siudl 
more with an unspeakable force, without any liv- 
ing creature to stirre them. Likewise, an Instru- 
ment may be made to fly withall, if one sit in the 
midst of the Instrument, and doe tume an engine, 
by which the wings being Artificially composed, 
may beat ayre after the manner of a fljring Bird. 
By an Instrument of three fingers high, and three 
fingers broad, a man may rid himself and others 
from all Imprisonment : yea, such an Instrument 
may easily be made, whereby a man may violently 
draw vnto him a thousand men, will they, nill they, 
or any other thing. By Art also an Instrument 
may bee made, where with men may waike in the 
bottome of the Sea or Rivers without bodily 
danger t this Alexander the Great vsed (as the 
Ethnick phylosopher reporteth) to the end he 
might behold the Secrets of the Seas. But 
Physicall Figurations are farre more strange : for 
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hf that may be framed Perspects and Looking- 
gtuases, that one thing shall appeare to be many, 
as one man shall appeare to be a whole Army, 
mod one Sunne or Moone shall seem diners. Also 
perspects may be framed, that things farre off shall 
acfem most nigh vnto rs : With one of these did 
JmHus Casar from the Sea coasts in France 
marke and obseme the situation of the Castles in 
Entf^nd, Bodies may also be so framed, that the 
greatest things shall appeare to be the least, the 
highest lowest, the most secret to bee the most 
manifest, and in such like sort the contrary. Thus 
did Socrates perceiue, that the Dragon which did 
dtstroy the Citie and Countrey adioyning, with 
hii noisome breath, and contagions influence, did 
lurke in the dennes between the Mountaines : and 
thus may all things that are done in the Cities or 
Amies be discovered by the enemies. Againe, 
m such wise may bodies be framed, that venemous 
wmA adectious influences may be brought whither 
« MO will : In this did ArisMle instruct Alex- 
amder; through which instruction the poyson of a 
Basilitke, being lift vp vpon the wall of a Citie, 
' the poison was convayd into the Citie, to the 
destruction thereof : Also perspects may be nuide 
to deeeine the sigfit, as to make a man beleeue 
that hce seeth great store of riches, when that 
there is not any. But it appertaineth to a higher 
power of Figuration, that belimes should be 
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brought and assembled by diuers flexions and 
reflexions in any distance that we will, to bume 
any thing that is opposite vnto it, as it is witnessed 
by those Perspects or Glasses that borne before 
and behinde : But the greatest and chiefest of all 
figurations and things figured, is to describe the 
heavenly bodies, according to their length and 
breadth in a corporall figure, wherein they may 
coq)orally moue with a daily motion. These 
things are worth a kingdome to a wise man. 
Those may suflise, my royall Lord, to shew what 
Art can doe : and these, with many things more, 
as strange, I am able by Art to performe. Then 
take no thought for winnii^ this Towne, for by 
my Art >*ou shall (ere many dayes be past) haue 
)*\>ur desire. 

The King all this while heard him with admira- 
tion X but hearing him now, that hee would 
vmlcrtake to win the Towne, hee burst out in 
these s|)eeches: Most learned Bacam^ doe but 
what thou hatt said, and I will give thee what 
thou most desirest, either wealth, or honour, 
chocvie which thou wilt, and I will be as ready to 
|^r(om\e, as I have l)een to promise. 

Your Maiesties love is all that I seeke (said the 
VVyer,) let mee haue that, and I haue honour 
enmigh, (or wealth, I have content, the wise 
should seek no moret Init to the purpose. Let 
your Honiers raise vp a mount so high, (or rather 
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higher) then the wall, and then shall see you 
some probability of that which I haue promised. 

This Mount in two days was raised : then 
Fryer Bacon went with the King to the Top of it, 
and did with a perspect shew to him the Towne, 
as plainely as if hee had beene in it : at this the 
King did wonder, but Fryer Bacon told him, that 
he should wonder more, ere next day noone: 
against which Time, he desired him to have his 
whole Army in readinesse, for to scale the wall 
upon a signal given by him, from the Mount. 
This the King promised to doe, and so returned to 
his Tent full of Joy, that he should gain this 
strong Towne. In the morning Fryer Bacoti 
went up to the Mount and set his Glasses, and 
other Instruments up : in the meane time the 
King ordered his Amiy, and stood in a readinesse 
for to give the assaults : when the signal was 
given, which was the wauing of a flagge : Ere 
nine of the clocke Fryer Bacon had burnt the 
State-house of the Towne, with other houses only 
by his Mathematicall Glasses, which made the 
whole Towne in an vprore, for none did know 
how it came : whilest that they were quenching of 
the same Fryer Beuon did waue his Flagge : vpon 
which signall giuen, tbe King set vpon the 
Towne, and tooke it with little or no resistance 
Thus through the Art of this learned man the 
King got this strong Towne, which hee could 
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not doe with all his men without Fryer Bmc4ms 
helpe. 



Jfi^w Fryer Bacon ouer-canu tfu German Cmm- 
iurer Vandermast, and made a Spirit ^ his 
0Wtu carry him into Germany, 

THE King of England after hee had taken the 
Town shewed great mercy to the Inhabi- 
tants, giuing some of them their lines freely, and 
others hee set at liberty for their Gold : the Towne 
hee kept as his owne, and swore the chiefe Citizens 
to be his true Subjects. Presently after the King 
of France sent an ambassadour to the King of 
England for to intreat a peace betweene theim. 
This Ambassadour being come to the King, be 
feasted him (as it is the manner of Princes to doe) 
and with the best sports as he had then, welcomed 
him. The Ambassadour seeing the King of 
England su free in hJs Loue, desired likewise to 
glue him some taste of his good liking, and to 
that intent sent for one of his fellowes (being a 
Oermane, and named Vandermast) a fiunous 
ooniurer, who being come, hee told the King, 
that since his Grace had been so bountiful in his 
loue to him, he would shew him (by a servant of 
his) iuch wonderfull things that his grace had 
neuer seene the like before. The King demaunded 
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of him of what aature those things were that hee 
would doe: The Ambassadour answered that 
they were things done by the Art of Magicke. 
The King hearing of this, sent straight for Fryer 
iXar#ff» who presently came, and brought Fryer 
Bmngey with him. 

When the Banquet was done, Vandtrmast did 
aske the King, if he desired to see the SfHrit of 
any man deceased : and if that hee did, hee would 
raise him in such manner and fashion as he was in 
when hee lined. The King t(dd him, that abore 
all men he desired to see Pompiy the Great, who 
could abide no eqnall. Vandtrmasi by his Art 
nubed him, armed in such a manner as hee was 
w^en he was slaine at the battell of FAarsaiiai at 
this they were all highly contented. Fryer Bacon 
presently raised the ghost of lulim Casar, who 
could abide no Superiour, and had slaine this 
/Wf^ at the Battell of Pharsalia: At the sight 
of him they were all amazed, but the King who 
sent for Bacon; and VofuUmtast said that there 
was some man ol Art in that presence, whom he 
desired to see. Fryer Bacon then shewed himselfe, 
saying : It was I Vandermasiy that raised Casar^ 
partly to giue content to this Royall presence, but 
ehiefely for to conquer thy Pompey^ as he did once 
before, at that great Battell of Pharsalia^ which 
he now againe shall doe. Then presently began 
m fight between Casar and Pompey^ which con- 
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tinned a good space, to the dbntent of all, except 
Vandermast, At last Pompey was ouer come and 
slaine by Casar: then vanished they both away. 

My Lord Ambassadour (said the King) me 
thinks that my Englishman has put down your 
(German: hath he no better cunning then this? 
Yes, answered Va»ulermast^ your Grace shall see 
me pat downe your Englishman, ere that yow. goe 
from hence : and therefore Fryer prepare thy selfe 
with thy best of Art to withstand me. Alas, said 
Fryer Bmch^ it is a little thing will seme to resist 
thee in this kind. I have here one that is my 
inferior (shewing him Fryer Bungey) try thy Art 
with him : and if thou doe put him to the worst, 
then will I deale with thee, and not till then. 

Fryer Bungiey then began to shew his Art : and 
after some turning and looking in his Booke, he 
brought up among them the Hysperian Tree, 
which did beare golden Apples : these Apples 
were kept by a waking Dragon, that lay vnder 
the Tree : He hauing done this, bid VoMdermasi 
(inde one that durst gather the fruit. Then Van- 
dtrmtisi did raise the ghost of Hercules in bis 
habit that he wore when that he was lining, and 
with his Club on his shoulder : Here is one, said 
Vamdermdii^ that shall gather fruit from this tree : 
this is Hercules^ that in his life time gathered of 
this Fruit, and made the Dragon crouch: and 
now againe shall he gather it in spight of all 
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opposition. As Hercules was going to plucke the 
fruit. Fryer Bacon held up his wand, at which 
Hercules stayed and seemed fearful. Vandermast 
bid him for to gather of the fruit, or else he would 
torment him. Hercules was more fearfull, and 
said, I cannot, nor I dare not : for great Bacon 
stands, whose charms are farre more powerful! then 
thine, I must obey him Vandermast, Hereat 
Vandermast curst Hercules^ and threatned him : 
But Fryer Bacon laughed, and bid not to chafe 
himself ere that his journey was ended : for seeing 
(said he) that Hercules will doe nothing at your 
command, I will have him doe you some service 
at mine : with that he bid Hercules carry him 
home into Germany. The Diuell obeyed him, 
and took Vandermast on his backe, and went away 
with him in all their sights. Hold Fryer, cried 
the Ambassadour, I will not loose Vandermast 
lot half my Land. Content yourself my Lord, 
answered Fryer Bacon, I have but sent him home 
to see his wife, and ere long he may r^tume. 
The King of England thanked Fryer Bacon, and 
forced some gifts on him for his service that he 
had done for him : for Fryer Bacon did so little 
respect money, that he neuer would take any of 
the King. 
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Hwi Fryer Bacon through his wisdom sa»ed the 
endangered lives of three Brethren. 

npHE Peace being concluded between the Kwg 
-L ol England and the King of Franoe» tlw 
King of England came againe into his CouQtqr aC 
England, where he was received vecy joyftilly «f 
all his Subjects : But in his absence hadhappcaad 
a discord betweene three Brethren^ the like h«th 
not beene often heard. ThisI it was : A lidl 
Gentleman of England dyed, and left bdiuod him 
three Sonnes. Now for some reason (which «ts 
best known to himselfe) he ^pointed mfm» «C 
them by name to be his heyre, but spake to them 
all afler this manner : You are all my Sosbos* 
and I love you all as a Father should doe* ail 
alike, not one better than the other : and caiMQ I 
would alwayes doe rightly so neere as I can* I 
leare all my Lands and goods to him that kmea 
me best : These were his last words that he spake 
concerning any worldly affaires. 

After he was dead and buried, there arose a 
great controversi^ betwixt them, who should ib? 
herit their Fathers Goods and Lands, every «ne 
pleading for himselfe, how that he loued hia 
Father best. All the cunning Lawyers of th(6 
Elingdome could say nothing to the purpose, con- 
cerning this case, so that they were enforced to 
begge of the King a grant for a combat : for they 
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would not share the Lands and Goods among 
them, but erery one desired all or else nothii^. 
The King seeing no other way to end this cootro- 
versie, granted a combat : the two eldest being to 
fight first, and the conqueror to fight with the 
youngest, and the surviver of them was to haue 
the Land. 

The day being come that was set for these com- 
batants, they all came in armed for the fight. 
Friar Bacon being there present, and seeing such 
three lustie young men like to perish, and that by 
their owne flesh and blood, grieued very much, 
and went to the King desiring his Maiestie that he 
would stay the fight, and he would finde a meanes 
without any bloodshed to end the matter : the 
King was very glad hereof, and caused the Com- 
batants to be brought before him, to whom he 
said : Gentlemen, to saue the blood of you all, 
I haue found a way, and yet the controuersie shall 
be ended that is now amongst you : Are you con- 
tented to stand to his Judgment that I shall 
appoint : they all answered, that they were. Then 
were they bid to retume three days after. In that 
time Fryer Bacon had caused the Body of their 
deceased Father to be taken out of the ground, and 
brought to the Court : the Body hee did cause to be 
bound to a Stake, naked to the middle vpwards 
and likewise prepared three Bowes and Shafts for 
the three Brethren : all these kept he secretly. 
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The ihirrt <lay bang come. Gams ifaeae thrre 
Hrethren. to whom Fryer Bttam^ m the presence of 
the KIni; gaae the three Bowes and Shnfta^ sayings 
Be not otfientied at what I hove doney dtexe m no 
other wny hue this to Judge your csoae : See hoe 
is the \w\y of yonr dead Father^ diaot at him^ iar 
he that cometh nearest to his heart, :ihall hove aQ 
the Lamia and Goods. 

The two ekleA preporeii rhfiiiwrlue sy and shot 
at him, aiul stncke their Airowcs hi his BceasL. 
Then did they the youngest to shoot: bat he 
refaaed it, saying, I will lathcr loose aQy then 
wound that body that I so looed tioxng : Had yoa 
euer had but half that loae (in yon) to him that I 
haoe, yo« would lather haoe your own bodies 
mangled, than to sofier his lilUcss Corps thus to 
be Tsed ; nay, yoa doe not ondy snfiier it, but yoa 
are the actors of this act of shame : and speaking 
this, he wept. 

Fryer Bofcn seeing this, did give the Judgement 
on his side, for he loved his Father best, and 
therefore had all his Lands and Goods : the other 
two brothers went away with shame for what they 
hftd done. This deed of Fryer Bacons was highly 
commended of all men : for he did not onely giue 
true Judgment, but also saved much blood that 
would haue beene shed, had they beene suffered 
to hnuc fought. 
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How Fryer Bacon served the Theeues that robbed 
him, and of the sport that his man Miles had 

with them, 

IT was reported about the Countrey how that 
the King had given Fryer Bacofi great store 
of Treasure. The report of this wealth made 
three Theeues plot to rob Fryer Bacons house, 
which they put in practise one Euening in this 
fashion. They knockt at the doore and were let 
in by Miles : No sooner were they in, but they 
took hold of him, and led him into the house, and 
finding Fryer Bacon there, they told him that they 
came for some money, which they must and would 
have ere they departed from thence. He told 
them, that he was but ill stored with money at 
that time, and therefore desired them to forbeare 
him till some other time. They answered him 
againe, that they knew that hee had enough, and 
therefore it was but folly to delay them, but 
straight let them haue it by faire meanes, or else 
they would vse that extremitie to him that hee 
would bee loth to suffer. Ilee seeing them so 
resolute, told them that they should haue all that 
hee had, and gaue to them one hundred pounds a 
man. Herewith they seemed content, and would 
have gone their wayes. Nay, said Fryer Bacon, 
I pray Gentlemen at my request tarry a little, and 
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heare some cf mj mans Musicke : joa are byred 
reasonable well already, I hope in coartcsie you 
will not deny mee so small a request That will 
wee not, (said they alL) 

Afjles thought now to hane some sport with 
them, which hee had, and therefore plaid lustily 
on his Tabor and Pipe : so soone as they heard 
him play (against their wills) they fell a daimcing 
and that after such a laborious manner, that they 
quickly wearied themselues (for they had all that 
while the bagges of money in their hands.) Yet 
had Fryer Bcucn not reuenge enoi^h of them, but 
bid his man Miles leave them some larger 
measure as hee thought fitting, which Mt'les did. 
Miles straight ledde them out of the house into the 
fields, they followed him, dauncing after a wilde 
Anticke manner : Then led hee them over a broad 
dike full of water, and they followed him still, but 
not so good a way as he went (for he went onrer 
the Bridge, but they by reason of their daunting, 
could not keepe the Bridge, but fell off, and 
dauncing through the water) then led hee them 
through a way where a horse might very well haue 
beene vp to the belly : they followed him, and 
were so durtie, as though they had wallowed in 
the myre like Swine : Sometime gaue hee them rest 
onely to laugh at them : then were they so sleepie 
when hee did not play, that they fell to the ground. 
Then on the sudden would hee play againe, and 
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make them start vp and follow him. Thus kept 
hee them the better part of the night. At last hee 
in pittie left playing, and let them rest. They 
being asleepe on the bare ground he tooke their 
money from them, and gave them this Song for 
their farewell, To the tune of, Oh doe nu no harme 
good tnan. 

You roaring Boyes, and sturdy Theeues, 
]roa Pimpes, and Aples squires : 

Lament the case of these poor knaues, 
and warme them by your fires. 

They snorting lye like Hogs in stie, 

but hardly are so warme : 
If all that cheat, such hap should meet, 

to true men 'twere no harme. 

They money' had, which made them glad, 

their iqy did not indure : 
Were all Theeues serii'd as these haue beene, 

I thinke there would bee fewer 

When that they wake, their hearts will ake, 

to thinke vpon their losse ; 
And though the gallows they escape, 

they goe by weeping crosse. 

Your Trolls expect your comming home 

with fon and heauy purse : 
When that they see tis nothing so, 

oh how thc3r1e rayle and curse. 



4S THE FAMOUS HISTORIE OF FRYER BACON. 

For hce that loues to keep a whore, 

most have a giving hand. 
Which makes a many knaves be choakt, 

for bidding true men stand. 

They were scarce any thing the better for this 
Song, for they slept all the while : so Miles left 
them at their rest ; but they had small cause to 
sleepe so soundly as they did, for they were more 
wett than ere was Scold with cucking. Miles gaue 
his Master his money againe, and told the story 
of their merry pilgrimage : he laughed at it, and 
wisht all men had the like power to seme all such 
knaues in the like kind. The theeues waking in 
the morning and missing their money, and seeing 
themselves in that plight, thought that they had 
been serued so by some divine power, for robbing 
a Church-man, and therefore they swore one to the 
other, neuer to meddle with any Church-msm 
againe. 
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